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thus chose for himself the daughter of a simple gentleman of
France (whose family were not even wealthy), rather than
any of the royal princesses who had been spoken of as a de-
sirable match for the new King of France. His choice proved
an excellent one, Louise had a charming character, her beau-
tiful disposition, modesty, wisdom, and innate goodness being
praised by all writers; she shone like a star amidst the cor-
ruptions of the court, yet gave offence to none, and was
respected by all around her, while her husband invariably,
treated her with deference and affection Both Protestants
and Roman Catholics had at last found one point at all
events on which they could agree, for both of them loved
and reverenced "La Reine Blanche," as Louise came to be
called And it is one of the brightest spots in ths character
of Catherine de' Medici that she was intensely fond of Louise
de Vaudemont, and showed it to the last hour of her life.

Meanwhile, the Fifth Religious War continued to rage
over France, and an end to the conflict seemed as far off as
ever, "though," we are told, "the Queen Mother did not cease
to labour for peace tooth and nail." At last, however, in
April 1576, a peace was concluded at Beaulieu, again on the
basis of Catherine's "Edict of January." And this time France
obtained rest for nearly a year.

Nothing could better show how thoroughly the Edict for
which Catherine had fought and won her struggle with the
Parlement in January 1562 provided just that balance be-
tween the two parties which the needs of France required
than the fact that again and again after war had raged we
find the Protestants, in negotiating for peace, stipulating for
the terms of this Edict, and again and again find peace be-
tween the combatants made on its basis. If only the two
parties had been sufficiently ready "to live and let live" to
have adhered to it, France would, through Catherine's cele-
brated measure of toleration, have saved itself many years
of misery. Some have held that there was in Catherine's